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Since the medieval period, mechanical
clocks located in churches across Britain
have told the time to local communities, or
displayed the phases of the moon and the
heavens on an elaborate astrological face.
During the six-hundred-year history of the
mechanical church clock the design of
these timepieces changed remarkably little,
and in most respects the classic Victorian
clock, made with a high degree of accuracy
using the latest techniques, was very
similar to the type of blacksmith-made
medieval movement that can still be seen
in places like Salisbury Cathedral. The
gentle developments and refinements that
helped to make clocks more accurate and
easier to maintain are detailed in this
engaging book, which traces the history of
church clocks from the wealthy abbeys and
cathedrals of the middle ages through to
the electric movements of the present day
that are steadily making redundant historic
clocks that have served for centuries.
Focusing on some of the most noteworthy
church clocks in the UK, and drawing on
the intriguing stories behind them, Church
Clocks is an absorbing survey of the
timepieces that were, and still are,
much-loved features of many communities.
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