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Orison Swett Marden (1850-1924) was an
American writer associated with the New
Thought Movement. He also held a degree
in medicine, and was a successful hotel
owner. Marden supported himself during
his college years by working in a hotel and
afterward by becoming the owner of
several hotels and a resort. Financial
reverses ended that career, and in 1893, he
was again working as a hotel manager, in
Chicago, during the time that the Worlds
Columbian Exposition was attracting
visitors to that city from all over the world.
It was during this period that he began to
write down his philosophical ideas, with
the goal of inspiring others as he had been
inspired by Samuel Smiles. Mardens first
book, Pushing to the Front, was published
in 1894. He followed this with several
more volumes on the subjects of success,
the cultivation of will-power, and positive
thinking. He founded Success Magazine in
1897 and was also a regular contributor to
Elizabeth Townes New Thought magazine
Nautilus during the first two decades of the
20th century.
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